Christmas cheer at North Coast Riding Club
North Coast Riding Club held their annual Christmas show at Eglinton Equestrian Centre on Tuesday 27th December, thankfully the snow stayed away and allowed competitors to travel from Ballymoney and Donegal to compete for the sought after cash prizes. The show got under way with the pony warm up allowing the younger competitors to be lead around the course and receiving a rosette for all their hard work. Next up was the pony novice where Kai Dillenburger-Keenan and Oisin drew for first prize followed by Rachel Lamont and Angel getting first prize in the intermediate class. With the fences being raised to almost 1m for the pony open the competition was on. It was great seeing the determination form the younger riders, all of whom wanted an extra Christmas present of £100. Hannah Patterson and Crindle Foxy Lady jumped a magnificent round to claim the prize. After lunch the horses got off to a great start with the warm up class followed by the novice where Liz Magee and Kira drew for first prize. Dermot McAleaney and Sally had a great afternoon when they drew for first prize and the intermediate horse class and went on to win the open class with a great time of 23.50 and clear.

The club would like to thank Eglinton Equestrian Centre for the use of the arena for the day, Colin Richmond of Richmond Stores, Coleraine for sponsoring the novice and intermediate pony and horse classes and all the competitors and their supporters for making the trip after so many Christmas dinners! The next event being held by the club is a show jumping day at Coleraine RDA centre on Saturday 25th February with the usual pony and horse jumping classes. All information can be found on www.northcoastridingclub.co.uk or by following us on our face book page NorthCoast Riding Club.

Results: Pony warm up clear rounds Laura McAfee (Orange Lilly), Ayla Boyd (Scoobie Don’t), Erin Boyd (Milo) and Nicola Mitchell (Eddie). Pony Novice 1st Kai Dillenburger-Keenan (Oisin) 2nd Wendy Anderson (Scooby Don’t) 3rd Paige Watt (Remmie) also double clear Rachel Lamont (Angel), Brittany McAfee (Orange Lily), Diane Bond (Valley Challenger)Oral McEleney (Sparkle)Jessie Blinco (Jake) and Courtney Patterson (Dun n Dusted). Pony Intermediate 1stRachel Lamont (Angel) 2nd Brittany McAfee (Tessamara) 3rd Niamh Burhamhand (Iffy) also double clear Courtney Patterson (Dun n Dusted). Pony Open 1st Hannah Patterson (Crindle Foxy Lady) 18.47 2nd Dermot McAleaney (Bailey) 19.67 3rd Hannah Patterson (Prince) 22.73 4th Rebecca Sim (Glen) 23.86 5th Courtney Patterson (Dun n Dusted) 24.26. Horse warm up clear rounds Jodie Farley (Nellie), Paige Watt (Jaz), Lucy Lamont (Sparrow), Oral Smith (Gypsy), Jodie Carr (Bonnie), Rebecca Lamont (Blaze), Simon Carson (Sparrow) and Jane McFarland (Spencer). Horse Novice 1st Liz Magee (Kira) 2nd  Gillian Murdoch (Abbie) 3rd Lucy Lamont (Sparrow) also double clear Karlie Anderson (Ellie) and Simon Carson  (Yogi). Horse Intermediate 1st Dermot McAleaney (Sally) 2nd Melanie Moorhead (Lady Phoenix) 3rd Karlie Anderson (Ellie). Horse Open 1st  Dermot McAleaney (Sally) 23.50 2nd Melanie Moorhead (Lady Phoenix) 29.87 H/C Courtney Patterson (Dun n Dusted) 21.10
